
                                                        UNITED PENTECOSTAL CHURCH                            
                           INTERNATIONAL (UPCI)
                           and Other “Oneness Pentecostals” CORE BELIEFS  
                                                  (Apologetics Card)

• God is one person, not three
• Jesus appears as the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit as required
• Water baptism must be performed in Jesus’ name only
• Speaking in tongues is the required evidence of receiving the Holy    
  Spirit
• Salvation is completed through:
   – Repentance
   – Water baptism in Jesus’ name
   – Speaking in tongues

   These 3 are often taught as necessary steps to be fully saved.
(Acts 2:38 is emphasized as the defining formula)
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What Does the Bible Really Say?                                                                
1. One God, in Three persons.  Not a single-person in different Modes.                      
 • Father, Son, Spirit named together - Matt 28:19  • Distinct persons acting simultaneously -  
Matt 3:16–17   • Eternal relationship before creation - John 17:5   • One God, three persons -           
2 Cor 13:14                                                                                                                                                                  

2. Jesus is God the Son, not the Father                                                                                                   
• The Son speaks to the Father — John 17:1–3  • The Father sends the Son — John 3:16–17             
• The Son is not the Father — John 8:16–18  • Jesus sits at the Father’s right hand — Rom 8:34       

3. Salvation is by grace through faith — not a formula                                                            
• Saved by grace through faith, not works — Eph 2:8–9  • Justified by faith apart from works — 
Rom 3:28  • Belief precedes works of obedience — Rom 5:1                                                                      

4. Baptism follows salvation — it does not complete it                                                            
• Saved before baptism — Acts 10:43–48  • Baptism is an appeal flowing from faith — 1 Pet 3:21  
• Gospel defined without baptism — 1 Cor 15:1–4                                                                                        

5. Speaking in tongues is a gift, not a requirement                                                                     
• Gifts distributed “as He wills” — 1 Cor 12:11  • Not all speak in tongues — 1 Cor 12:30                 
• Tongues are a sign, not proof of salvation — 1 Cor 14:22                                                               

Bottom line:                                                                                                                                                              
Salvation is trusting who Jesus is and what He has done, not completing a ritual sequence. (John 
1:12 • John 3:16 • Romans 10:9–13)
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